
Germany: Kassel
CSSG Program



Trivia
1. What does CSSG stand for?

a. Canadian Summer School in Germany
b. Canadian Social Sciences in Germany
c. Canada Supports Spectacular Germany

2. What is Kassel famous for?
a. Castles
b. Brothers Grimm
c. Documenta Stadt
d. Green city

3. How long has the CSSG program existed for? (Hint: Founded in 1973)
a. 50 years
b. 51 years
c. 52 years
d. 53 years

4. What is so unique about the program?
a. Summer school
b. Just for Canadians
c. Host families
d. 7 weeks

5. Which university hosted the CSSG before U of T?
a. University of Alberta
b. Saint Mary’s University
c. University of New Brunswick



Program  Overview
May 6 to June 24, 2026

This is the 1st year that the University of 

Toronto will be hosting the CSSG program

in Kassel, Germany. 

This program offers a unique opportunity 

for students to fully immerse themselves 

in the German language and culture. 

Unlike in any other program, students 

participating in the Kassel program will live 

with a host family. Ultimately, it makes for 

a 24/7 German language learning 

experience.



What is the CSSG 
Program?

FULLY IMMERSIVE LANGUAGE 
COURSE

7-week language course

24/7 language immersion

3-day orientation camp

ACCOMMODATION

Host family

Youth hostels



Beyond the Classroom

DISCOVER GERMANY

Orientation camp in Hann. Münden

Classes in Kassel

Excursion to Bremen

Excursion to Berlin

EVENTS

Welcome dinner & goodbye dinner

Trivia night

Folk dance night

Bundesliga soccer match

Berlin symphony orchestra



Kassel
State: Northern Hesse (Central Germany)

Population: 197, 000

❖ Germany’s 4th greenest city 

❖ World’s first permanent theatre building 

(Ottoneum)

❖ Grimm brothers began writing the German 

Dictionary here

❖ World’s first renewable energy university - Uni 

Kassel



Intermediate  Language  Courses

GER200Y

Prerequisites:

GER100Y/GER101H or their equivalent

OR

(NB: Students must have reached the 

A2 language proficiency level to qualify 

for this course).

Prerequisites:

GER200Y/GER201H or their equivalent 

OR

(NB: Students must have reached B1 

language proficiency level to qualify for 

this course)

GER300Y



General  Timeline

Arrival in Frankfurt
May 6

Bus transportation provided.

Orientation in Hann. Münden
May 6 to May 9

Students get acquainted with each other

Bremen
May 22 to May 24

Visiting the Bremen Theatre and sightseeing

Berlin
June 10 to June 13

Visiting the Berliner Philharmoniker and sightseeing

Departure from 

Frankfurt
June 24th

Bus transportation provided.



Weekday: Breakfast and 

dinner provided by host

Lunch - bought in cafeteria

Weekends: Breakfast, lunch 

& dinner provided by host

Accommodation  and  Food

Host Families

Living with a German 

family, eating meals with 

the family, going on trips 

together.

Youth Hostels

When on overnight trips, 

students will stay in youth 

hostels, staying in rooms 

with 4 - 6 fellow students. 

Food

Overnight trips: Breakfast 

and dinner provided by 

youth hostel. Lunch -

students buy in the city

Excursions





Class Schedule (Mon–Fri)

Mornings: (9:00 -12:30): Class time

Afternoons: Presentations, Activities

Evenings: Activities + free time

Weekends: No classes — free time to 
explore Kassel, travel around Germany, 

or visit German-speaking countries 
(Austria, Switzerland)

On completion of this 7-week program, the 
student earns a full year transfer credit from 

the University of Toronto (1.0 FCE)





Stadtrallye
a. Treasure hunt
b. City rally

Volkstanz
a. People dancing
b. Ball
c. Folk dancing

Abschlussfeier
a. Goodbye dinner
b. Gym party

Begrüßung
a. Welcome dinner
b. Banquet

Bundesliga
a. Field hockey game
b. Soccer





Costs



Cost Breakdown



1. Government Aid
OSAP

Out of province aid

2. Part time Employment
Work study program

3. Registered Education Savings Plan 4. Stork Awards in German Studies

Funding



● Canadian universities
● $500 up to $1,500 per student, are presented annually to full-time undergraduate

or graduate students registered within the first four years of their program at a 
Canadian university

● Participation in a recognized institutional Canadian-organized German language 
or cultural studies program abroad (e.g., Canadian Summer School in Kassel) and 
a one-page letter of intent

● Submit an application by March 1
● Students must confirm their registration and/or acceptance in the program

before funds will be processed
● Recipients are required to submit a one-page report one month after their return 

from Germany

Stork Awards in German Studies





Length (7 weeks) Most summer programs are only 1 month. If you think about it:
1st week: getting used to a new place, new people, getting a lay of the 
land
2nd week: getting more comfortable
3rd week: Instructors trying to wrap everything up
4th week: Final assessments & goodbyes

The extra 3 weeks give you the chance to pace yourself and really 
become immersed in the German culture and language.

Beyond the classroom learning Although you will be learning about grammar structures and tenses in 
your morning classes, the world outside the classroom will become 
the ultimate test of your acquired German skills. You will interact with 
Germans in every sphere of life (stores, on the subway, in your billet 
(Gasthaus), in clubs). No need to play German podcasts or Easy 
German in your spare time. Your Hörverständnis will be tested at 
every streetlight and on every corner (Germans speaking in German to 
one another).

Transfer credit earned Instead of having to attend a full-year course in Toronto, you get to 
earn 1 full-year credit in 7 weeks.

Fall + winter= 1FCE vs 7 weeks= 1FCE

Die Vorteile (Advantages/Benefits)



Travel In 7 weeks, you will have travelled to 4 cities with the program alone 
(of course, you can travel to more cities on your own time)

Hann. Münden
Kassel
Bremen
Berlin

Lebenslauf (CV/ resume) Doing a 7-week language course in Germany will always look good on 
a resume, especially if you are thinking of working in Germany in the 
future. After the completion of the program, many CSSGers return to 
Germany for a student exchange or an internship.

Lifelong friendships Students make lifelong friends (host families, tandem partners, and 
other CSSGers).

Die Vorteile (Advantages/Benefits)



Register for an information session or book an 
appointment. Please do not hesitate to reach out to 

us at:

cssg.abroad.wdw@utoronto.ca



Find  more  information  @
summerabroad.utoronto.ca

Hope to see you there :)

http://summerabroad.utoronto.ca
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