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SYLLABUS	CSC396Y–Prof.	Posner,	Berlin	2026		

CSC396Y Designing Systems for Real World Problems  

DATES, ASSIGNMENTS, GRADES, & FIELDTRIPS, 2026 
Dates	 Class	Day	Assign	 Group	&	Individual	Work	Assignments	 Individu

al		
Group		

May	3	 							SU	 A0	 Post	on	Quercus:	Pitch	a	problem	space	&	yourself	to	your	class	 •	 	
May	4	 0						M	 	 FIRST	CLASS	on	ZOOM,	May	4,	6-9	PM	&	GROUP	FORMATION		 	 	
May	12	 									T	 A1	 Post	Heuristic	review	of	Toronto	Transit	system	 4	 	
May	26	 									T	 A2	 Post	Problem	space,	research	plans,	group	form	&	agreement	 	 2	
May	26	 									T	 A3a	 Post	Individual	research	paper	proposal	for	A3	 •	 	
June	9	 									T	 A3b	 Post	Individual	research	plan	&	instruments	for	feedback	 4	 	
July	7	 									T	 A3c	 Post	Individual	research	results,	paper	review,	competitive	

analysis,	Berlin	expectations	 12	 	

July	18	 							SA	 	 ARRIVE	in	BERLIN	&	Check-in	Hotel	 	 	
	 	 	 Week	1	 	 	

July	19	 							SU	 	 Visit	Berlin	City	Walking	Tour	&	Group	Welcome	Dinner		 	 	
July	20	 1						M	 A3c	 First	class	in	Berlin.	Present	Individual	research,	<1	min	timed	 •	 	
July	21	
	

2								T	 A4a	 Present	Group	combined	results	in	class	
Visit	in	Berlin	-	German	Museum	of	Technology,	afternoon	 	 4	

July	22	
	
July	23	

43						W	
	
4						R	

A4b	 Post	Group	Design	Requirements,	Experience	Map,	UX	Strategy,	
Low-Fi	prototype	plans	
Present	A4b	in	class:	Group	Design	Req’s	&	UX	Strategy,	Plans	
Visit	in	Berlin	-	Musical	Instruments	Museum,	afternoon	

	 10	

	 	 	 Week	2	 	 	

July	27	
	
	
July	28	
July	29	
	
July	30	

5						M	
	
	

6						T	
7					W				
	

8							R	

A5a	
	

A5b	
A5b	

Post	Individual	low-fi	prototypes	&	usability	test	plans	
In	class	Usability	test	individual	low-fi	prototypes		
Post	Individual	low-fi	test	results.		
Present	A5b	in	class:	Individual	low-fi	test	results	combined	
In	class	Internal	Evaluations	&	Group	Accountability	Exercise	
Visit	in	Berlin	–	Futurium	in	the	afternoon	
In	class	Functional	Prototypes	&	Formal	Usability	Testing	

•	
	 	

	 	 	 Week	3	 	 	

Aug	2	
Aug	3	
	
Aug	4	
Aug	5	
	
Aug	6	

								SU	
9				M	
	

10					T	
11				W	

	
12					R	

A6	
A6	
	
	
	
	
A8	

Post	Group	combined	hi-fi	solutions	&	usability	test	plans	
Present	A6	in	class:	Group	combined	solutions,	internal	
evaluations,	functional	prototype(s),	&	usability	test	plans	
In	class	Discuss	Usability	Test	Results	&	Human	Perception	
In	class	Design	Principles,	prepare	questions	for	HPI		
Visit	HCI	Lab	at	HPI	Hasso	Plattner	Institute,	in	PM	
Present	A8	Draft	Project	Pitch	in-class	for	practice	&	feedback	

	
	 	

15	
	
	
	
4	

	 	 	 Week	4	 	 	

Aug	9	
Aug	10	
Aug	11	

									SU	
113			M	
114				T	

A7	
A7	
A8	
A9	
	

A10	

Post	Group	Usability	Test	Report,	&	Prototype	Updates		
Present	A7	in	class:	Usability	Testing	Report	
Present	A8	Final	Project	Pitch	for	guests.	Last	Class.	
Post	Heuristic	Eval,	Research	Reflections	&	Individual	Journals,	
&	Group	Meeting	Docs	
Post	Peer	review,	Berlin	retrospective,	Course	evaluation		
Class	Participation,	+2%	Bonus	marks	

	
	
	
5	
	
•	
25	

	
7	
4	
	
4	

Aug	12	
Aug	13	

										W	
														R	

	 Visit	Wolfsburg	depart	early	morning,	STAY	OVERNIGHT	
Visit	Wolfsburg	all	day,	return	evening	for	Farewell	Dinner	 	 	

	
	 	 	 TOTALS	 50	 50	

 


