
 

 

 
 
CIN 378Y   Aspects of A National Cinema: Britain    Summer 2026 
 
This course offers a critical study of British film cultures. While emphasis is placed on films 
produced during the 1960s to the present day, foundational works, to include colonial shorts and 
exemplars from the British documentary movement of the 1920’s, will be examined. Exceeding 
plot or technical detail, major and minor screen cultures will be studied for the rich significance 
of their historical, institutional, political and aesthetic contexts, to include film movements and 
genres such as: British realism, Free Cinema, the New Wave, “Swinging London” and Heritage 
cinemas, and what is termed “Thatcherite” cinema, to include Brit-grit, lad-boy, queer, and Black 
interventions.  
 
In broader terms, the course will scrutinize the ways in which the moving images screened may 
provoke complex emotional and intellectual debates – specifically, the “Englishness” in British 
culture. Towards these conversations we will explore the functions of British film cultures 
around questions of “difference”, considering how race, class, gender, sexuality, and migration 
cinematically reinscribe or subvert sedimented definitions of what is or who can be “British” 
across “post”-war, “post”-colonial challenges surrounding a national identity in flux. 
 
Prerequisites: 
CIN 105YI OR relevant humanities or social science-based academic preparation: English, 
History, Visual Studies, Art History, Anthropology, Women and Gender Studies, Sexual 
Diversity Studies, Sociology. Due to the course’s compressed nature, students in applied 
programs seeking to fulfill a humanities credit will most likely find the course challenging. 
Not available for  
 
Assessment:  
Field Trip Reflections  30%   (2 x15) 
Mini Conference  15% 
In-class Quiz   10% (2 x 5) 
Class Participation:     20% 



 

 

In-class Test:              25%  
(Essay questions will be distributed three days before the test.) 
 
 
 


