


Land Acknowledgement

ά²Ŝ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻ 
operates. For thousands of years it has been the traditional land of the 
Huron-Wendat, the Seneca, and the Mississaugasof the Credit. Today, 
this meeting place is still the home to many Indigenous people from 
across Turtle Island and we are grateful to have the opportunity to 
ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀƴŘΦέ



Presenters: 

ÅElizabeth Milena Frynta, Special Projects & Language Courses Coordinator 
(Germany, Portugal, Spain)

ÅHang-Sun Kim, Associate Chair, Undergraduate, U of T Germanic Languages and 
Literature Department

ÅEmma Lavigne, 2025 CSSG Participant, (GER200Y1)

ÅMartin Mittelstädt, 2024 CSSG Participant (CSL)



Å Introductions

Å Summer Abroad Overview

Å Germany: Kassel CSSG Program

Å Professor Hang-Sun Kim, Department of 

Germanic Languages and Literatures

Å Student Experience

Å How to Apply

Å Q&A

Note: 
The session is recorded and the video will be posted on the Summer 
Abroad website.



Summer 
Abroad 

Overview



What is Summer Abroad?  WHAT

THE ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE

ÅCelebrates 54th Year Anniversary in 2026

ÅFor Kassel, Germany (7 weeks):
o U of T students : earn full-year Arts & Science credit (NOT a transfer 

credit)

o Visiting students : earn a transfer credit from U of T

ÅDestinations all over the world (22+ destinations)

ÅTaught by U of T and international instructors

ÅFulfill program, breadth or distributionrequirement

ÅSmall class size

ÅAccess to on-site non-academic support

ÅPre-Departure Orientation, Safety Abroad



HOW

does a Virtual Summer Abroad?WHO

Eligibility -Who is eligible for Kassel 
CSSG?

ÅAny student studying at a Canadian university

GER200Y0 Intermediate German 1

ÅPrerequisite: GER100Y1/ GER101H1 or German 
placement test, Senior high school German or 
equivalent. (NB: Students must have reached the A2 
language proficiency level to qualify for this course).

GER300Y0 Intermediate German 2

ÅPrerequisite: GER200Y1/ GER201H1 or German 
placement test. (NB: Students must have reached B1 
language proficiency level to qualify for this course).



Where to do a Virtual Summer Abroad?

WHERE

WHERE Kassel, Germany

Program Overview

Å 2026 will be the 1st time that U of T will be hosting this program

Å Canadian Summer School in Germany Program itself has been around 
since 1973 (52 years!)

Å Purpose of the program: Fully-immersive language program

ÅWednesday, May 6 to Wednesday, June 24, 2026 (7 weeks)

Å All classes are mandatory 

Å Classes in Kassel

Å U of T instructors (or Professors fromother Canadian universities) 

Å Program activities: Welcome dinner, Folk dance night, Trivia night, Bundesliga 
match, Staatstheater Kassel, Berliner Philharmoniker, Farewell dinner

Å Overnight trips: Hann. Münden, Berlin



Kassel, Germany



Kassel, Germany



Where to do a Virtual Summer Abroad?

WHERE

WHERE

Accommodations and Meals

Kassel, Germany
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Where to do a Virtual Summer Abroad?

WHERE

WHERE

Hang-Sun Kim, Associate Chair, Undergraduate

ÅWhy does the Department of Languages and Literatures 
recommend the CSSG program?

ÅHow does it differ from other summer language programs?

Å7-weeks

ÅCanadian program

ÅLanguage AND cultural program
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WHERE

WHERE

Germany: Kassel CSSG Program
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Where to do a Virtual Summer Abroad?

WHERE

WHEREStudent Experience
Emma: 2025 CSSG Participant, GER200Y1 

ÅMotivation: Work in Europe

ÅPrerequisites: GER100Y1 (U of T)

ÅPerception of classes: does not think workload is too much

o Biggest recommendation: do your homework, Balance between time 
off, time with family, excursions

ÅBeyond the classroom: learned the most outside of classes

o 90% learned from host family

ÁLearning figures of speech, chatting with people on the streetcar, 
ordering in Tor Cafe

ÅHost families: best part of the program (& tandem partnership)

o native speakers

o get an ear for how they speak



Where to do a Virtual Summer Abroad?

WHERE

WHEREStudent Experience
Martin: 2024 CSSG Program Participant (GER200Y1)

Å "It allowed me to make a huge breakthrough in terms of my German abilities"

Å "I will speak German at all times" contract allows for fully immersive 
experience

o Other immersion programs (without host families): immersion is short-
circuited because peoplerevert backto mother tongue when on 
residence

Å "Opened up a door to German culture in a way that had not been open tome 
before"

o Germany's culture and historical importance

Á 3rd largest GDP

Á 20th century: world historical importance

Å Gastfamilie: exceptional host, untiring in desire to show Kassel and German 
culture 

Å Kassel: amazing cultural amenities (museums)



What   Summer Abroad?  WHY

Benefits/Vorteile Explanation/Begründung

7 weeks Most summer programs are only 4 weeks. 
The extra 3 weeks give you the chance to 
pace yourself and really become 
immersed in the German culture and 
language.

Beyond the classroom learning You will interact with Germans in every 
sphere of life (stores, on the subway, in 
your billet (Gasthaus), in clubs).Your 
Hörverständnis will be tested at every 
streetlight and on every corner (Germans 
speaking in German to one another).



What   Summer Abroad?  WHY

Benefits/Vorteile Explanation/Begründung

Travel In 7 weeks, you will travel to 3cities with 
the program alone (of course, you can 
travel to more cities in your own time) 

Hann. Münden 
Kassel
Berlin 

Resume/Lebenslauf Doing a 7-week language course in 
Germany will always look good on a 
resume, especially if you are thinking of 
working in Germany in the future. After 
the completion of the program, many 
CSSGers return to Germany for a student 
exchange or an internship.

Lifelong friendships Students make lifelong friends (host 
families, tandem partners, and other 
CSSGers).



Where to do a Virtual Summer Abroad?
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Germany: Kassel CSSG Program



Where to do a Virtual Summer Abroad?

WHERE

WHERE Kassel, Germany

ÅState: Northern Hesse (Central Germany)

ÅPopulation (2024): 197,000

Fun Facts

ÅGermany's 4th greenest city

ÅWorld's first permanent theater building (Ottoneum)

ÅGrimm brothers began writing the German 

Dictionary in Kassel

ÅWorld's first renewable energy university- Uni 

Kassel



Where to do a Virtual Summer Abroad?

WHERE

WHERE

Getting There
Å There is no group flight. Summer Abroad 

will provide you with recommended flights.

Å Students have the flexibility to make your 
own travel plans.

Å Students meet in Hann. Münden on May 6 
(students are either picked up at Frankfurt 
Airport or they can make their own way to 
the hostel)

Å Transportation on-site between 
accommodation and class ï public transit, 
biking, walking

Kassel, Germany



HOW

to do a Virtual Summer Abroad?HOW

BEFORE You Apply

ÅFor travel during COVID-19, please review the COVID-19 planning page 

(from Safety Abroad) and go through the travel checklist to guide you 

through important things to do before you travel

ÅStay up to date with your COVID-19 vaccination and review information on 

prevention and risks, as provided by the Government of Canada

ÅReview FAQ on Summer Abroad website 



HOW

EDIA Recourses

EDIA Resources for Student Communities

Å Exploring a new country and immersing yourself in a 

different culture can bring about unique challenges 

and opportunities. We invite you to explore EDIA 

resources as you consider Summer Abroad 

opportunities that meet your needs.

Å Student with Disabilities

Å Mental Health & Well-Being Abroad

Å First-Generation Students

Å International Students

Å Racialized Students

Å Students in Multi-Faith Communities

Å Indigenous Students

Å Students in the 2SLGBTQ+ Community

Å Women Travellers

Å Non-Traditional Students



HOW

EDIA Recourses

Site-Specific EDIA Resources

ÅDifferent countries can vary in their level of 

inclusivity, acceptance, and legal 

protections for various identities. 

Understanding the cultural nuances of your 

chosen destination can help you better 

navigate the local context and embrace the 

local experience.

ÅWe have gathered site-specific EDIA 

resources for you so you can decide 

whether a Summer Abroad destination suits 

your unique needs and identities.



HOW

EDIA Recourses

Summer Abroad Inclusion, 
Diversity and Excellence 
Award
ÅTo be awarded to U of T 

undergraduate degree students 
participating in the Summer 
Abroad program, based on 
academic achievement, financial 
need and recent contributions to 
the advancement of equity, 
diversity, and inclusion. 

ÅPreference will be given to Black 
and Indigenous students.



HOW

to do a Virtual Summer Abroad?HOW

How to Apply

ÅApplications open December 5th at 10 am!

ÅApplication deadline is February 4, 2026

ÅParticipants are selected based on a set of criteria (not first-come, first-

served)
Å Academic suitability

Å  A recorded Video Interview component where students are asked to speak about 
adaptability and other general questions ï details will be provided once an 
application is submitted

Å$210 application fee
Å NO refund



HOW

to do a Virtual Summer Abroad?HOW

Admission Decisions

ÅDecisions will be sent in late February / early March

ÅNote: Admissions for on-site Summer Abroad programs is conditional upon the 

Government of Canada allowing travel outside of Canada

Accepting an Offer

ÅIf accepted, youôll have one week to confirm your participation by paying a 

non-refundable $1,000 deposit

ÅRemaining fees are due in March/April 2026



Domestic 

Students

International 

Students*

FEES PAID TO U of T

Application Fee $210 $210 Paid at time of application

Course Fee $4,820 $5,975* Includes $1,000 deposit 

U of T Incidental Fees $213.42 $213.42 Estimate based on 2025 part-time summer fees

Accommodation $2,600 $2,600 Based on stay with host family in Kassel (individual room with shared bathroom)

Field trips $1,205 $1,205 Includes all transportation and entrance fees for the duration of the program. 

Shared accommodation on overnight fieldtrips. 

ADDITIONAL COSTS

Airfare $1,520 $1,520 Estimate.

Meals $600 $600 Estimate.  Paid on-site for purchased and self-prepared meals

Medical Travel Insurance Variable Variable Students must provide proof of medical travel insurance

Miscellaneous Expenses Variable Variable All students should budget for miscellaneous expense (e.g. travel, gifts, etc.)

Approximate TOTAL

Program Costs

$11,168.42 $12,323.42 This figure does not include local transportation, medical travel insurance and 

miscellaneous expense

Costs of  Studying in Kassel, Germany (TENTATIVE)

*International students with Study Permit pay international fees at University of Toronto.



HOW

to do a Virtual Summer Abroad?HOW

Å By completing the award application, 
you will be considered for a Summer 
Abroad Award .

Å Funding is open to domestic U of T 
students, based on financial need.

Å Award amounts vary based on 
demonstrated financial need and 
destination.

Å Should you be selected for an award, 
the amount will be applied towards 
the cost of your program.

Award Criteria

Å Canadian Citizen, Permanent Resident or Protected 
Person (Convention Refugee)
Å Current University of Toronto undergraduate student
Å Completed at least 4.0 U of T credits by December 31, 
2025
Å CGPA of at least 2.25. Some awards require a higher 
academic average.
Å Must have documented financial need (i.e. receiving 
government assistance or able to provide other evidence 
of need)

Financial Aid for Summer Abroad

https://summerabroad.utoronto.ca/financial-aid-summer-abroad

https://summerabroad.utoronto.ca/financial-aid-summer-abroad
https://summerabroad.utoronto.ca/financial-aid-summer-abroad
https://summerabroad.utoronto.ca/financial-aid-summer-abroad
https://summerabroad.utoronto.ca/financial-aid-summer-abroad
https://summerabroad.utoronto.ca/financial-aid-summer-abroad
https://summerabroad.utoronto.ca/financial-aid-summer-abroad
https://summerabroad.utoronto.ca/financial-aid-summer-abroad


HOW

to do a Virtual Summer Abroad?HOW

1. Government Aid

ωOSAP

ωOut of province aid

2. Part-time Employment

ωWork Study Program

3. RESPs and 
contributions from family 
members

4. U of T Student Awards

ÅAwards by Summer Abroad 
Office

ÅAwards by Faculty/ 
Division/College/ Department

Financing your Summer Abroad program may involve a mix of financial resources τ combining government grants, 
student awards, part-time employment, RESPs and contributions from family members. 



HOW

to do a Virtual Summer Abroad?HOW

Visas and Insurance

ÅResponsible for arranging own visa, if necessary ï supporting documents 

provided by U of T

ÅFor Germany, Canadian citizens require a passport valid for at least 3 

months beyond returndate

ÅNew 2025: Canadian passport holder require to apply for your Electronic 

Travel Authorization (ETA) before travelling to Germany

Å International Students must check with the Embassy/Consulate for 

requirements

ÅSummer Abroad provides supportingdocumentation

ÅReview terms and conditions of travel health and flight insurance

ÅCancellation insurance



HOW

to do a Virtual Summer Abroad?HOW

Key Dates

Application opens : Friday, December 5, 2025, at 10:00 am.

Application closes:  Wednesday, February 4, 2026, at 4:00 pm.

On-Site Key Dates

Recommended departure date (YYZ -FRA): Tuesday, May 5, 2026

Arrival at Frankfurt Airport (FRA) : Wednesday, May 6, 2026

Orientation Camp: Wednesday, May 6- Saturday, May 9, 2026

Berlin: Wednesday, June 10- Saturday, June 13, 2026

Abschlussfeier  (last day of program): Tuesday, June 23, 2026

Departure date (FRA -YYZ): Wednesday, June 24, 2026





HOW

to do a Virtual Summer Abroad?HOW
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