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2026 PROGRAM INFO SESSION
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2025
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Land Acknowledgement
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operates. For thousands of years it has been the traditional land of the
HuronWendat, the Seneca, and tiMississaugasf the Credit. Today,

this meeting place is still the home to many Indigenous people from
across Turtle Island and we are grateful to have the opportunity to
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Presenters:

AElizabeth Milena Frynta, Special Projects & Language Courses Coordinator
(Germany, Portugal, Spain

AHang-Sun Kim, Associate Chair, Undergraduate, U of T Germanic Languages and
Literature Department

AEmma Lavigne, 2025 CSSG Participant, (GER200Y1)

AMartin Mittelstadt, 2024CSSG Participant (CSL)



Introductions

Summer Abroad Overview

Germany: Kassel CSSG Program
Professor Hang-Sun Kim, Department of
Germanic Languages and Literatures
Student Experience

How to Apply

Q&A

Do o To I Io Do Do

Note:
The session is recorded and the video will be posted on the Summer
Abroad website.
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THE ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE
A Celebrates 54th Year Anniversary in 2026

A For Kassel, Germany (7 weeks):
o U of T students : earn full-year Arts & Science credit (NOT a transfer

credit)
0 Visiting students : earn a transfer credit from U of T
ADestinations al l over the worl

A Taught by U of T and international instructors

A Fulfill program, breadth or distributionr e qui r e me nt
ASmall <class size

A Access to on-site non-academic support

A Pre-Departure Orientation, Safety Abroad




TORONTO

abroad

Eligibility -Who is eligible for Kassel
CSSG?

A Any student studying at a Canadian university

GER200YO0 Intermediate German 1

APrerequisite: GER100Y1/ GER101H1 or German
placement test, Senior high school German or
equivalent. (NB: Students must have reached the A2
language proficiency level to qualify for this course).

GER300YO Intermediate German 2

APrerequisite: GER200Y1/ GER201H1 or German
placement test. (NB: Students must have reached B1
language proficiency level to qualify for this course).
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WLISN= Kassel, Germany abroad

Program Overview

A 2026will be thelst timethat U of T will be hosting this program

A Canadian Summer School in Germany Program itself has been around
since 1973 (52 years!)

A Purpose of the program: Fullyimmersive language program
A Wednesday, May 6 to Wednesday, June 24, 2026 (7 weeks)
A All classesire mandatory

et .74

| AU T T T 1777727

A Classes in Kassel
A U of T instructors (or Professors frather Canadian universities)

A Program activities: Welcome dinner, Folk dance night, Trivia nid@undesliga
match, StaatstheateiasselBerlinerPhilharmonikerFarewell dinner

A Overnight trips: Hann Minden, Berlin




Kassel, Germany

Intermediate Language Courses

Prerequisites: Prerequisites:
GER100Y/GER101H or their equivalent GER200Y/GER201H or their equivalent
OR OR
(NB: Students must have reached the (NB: Students must have reached B1
A2 language proficiency level to qualify language proficiency level to qualify for

for this course). this course)



Kassel, Germany

On completion of this 7-week program, the

student earns a full year transfer credit from
the University of Toronto (1.0 FCE)

Class Schedule (Mon-Fri)
Mornings: (9:00 -12:30): Class time
Atternoons: Presentations, Activities

“venines: Activities + free time
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TORONTO

ULISN= Kassel, Germany UM broad

Accommodations and Meals

Host Families Youth Hostels Food Excursions
Living with a German When on overnight trips, Weekday: Breakfast and Overnight trips: Breakfast
family, eating meals with students will stay in youth dinner provided by host and dinner provided by
the family, going on trips hostels, staying in rooms Lunch - bought in cafeteria youth hostel. Lunch -
together. with 4 - 6 fellow students. Weekends: Breakfast, lunch students buy in the city

& dinner provided by host



TORONTO

ULI=N=l Kassel, Germany abroad

General Timeline

» Orientation in Hann. Miinden » Berlin
May 6 to May 9 June 10 to June 13
Students get acquainted with each other Visiting the Berliner Philharmoniker and sightseeing
.. ..................................................... .. ....................................................
| Arrival in Frankfurt Departure from
May 6 Frankfurt

Bus transportation provided.
June 24th

Bus transportation provided.

@009

@uoftabroad




HangSun Kim, Associate Chair, Undergraduate

A Why does the Department of Languages and Literatures
recommend the CSSG program?

A How does it differ from other summer language programs?
A 7-weeks

A Canadian program

A Language AND cultural program
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WiglS{= do a Virtual Summer Abroad?

Students have been from the following universities over the

last 40 years:

Acadia University
Athabasca University
Augustana Campus, U of A
Bishop's University
Champlain St. Lawrence
Concordia Université

Concordia University College of

Alberta

Dalhousie University
Grant MacEwan
Kwantlen University
Laurentian University
McGill University
McMaster University
Memorial University of
Newfoundland

Mount Allison University

-Mount St. Vincent University

-Queen’s University
-Saint Mary's University
-Simon Fraser University
-Trent University
-University of Montreal
-Université Laval

-University of New Brunswick

-University of Alberta

-University of British Columbia

-University of Calgary
-University of Guelph

-University of King's College

-University of Lethbridge
-University of Manitoba
-University of Ottawa

-University of Prince Edward Island

-University of Regina
-Luther College
-University of
Saskatchewan
-University of

Toronto

-University of

Victoria

-University of Waterloo
-University of Western
Ontario

-University of Windsor
-University of Winnipeg
-University of Victoria
-Wilfred Laurier Universi

-York University

UNIVERSITY OF

TORONTO

abroad

@uoftabroad




Majors Studied by Alumni

Actuarial Science
Agriculture
Anatomy

Animal Behaviour
Anthropology
Archaeology
Architecture

Art and Design
Biochemistry
Biology

Business

Cell Biclogy
Chemistry

Civil Engineering
Commerce
Computer Science
Criminology
Dental Hygiene
Drama

Ecology

Economics

Education

English
Environmental Science
European Studies
Film

Fine Arts

French

Geography

German

Global Studies
Greek/Roman Studies
Health Studies
History

Journalism
International Business
and Relations
Japanese

Law and Society

Life Science

Linguistics
Literature
Marketing
Mathematics
Media Studies
Medicine
Immunology
Modern Languages

Music

Phi].DSC-ph ¥

Physics
Physiology
Political Science
Psychology
Public Affairs
Religious Studies
Sociology
Spanish

Urban Studies

Zoology

WiglS{= do a Virtual Summer Abroad?

What CSSG alumni are doing

now

-
.

Freelance Interpreter
Foreign Language Assistant
Flight Attendant
German Teacher
International Trainee
Coordinator

Students

Masters/Ph.D. programs
Tour Guide
Photojournalist

Lawyer

Physician

Diplomat

Composer, Singer
Paramedic

Engineer

Fitness Instructor

UNIVERSITY OF

TORONTO

abroad

@uoftabroad




Student Experience

Emma: 2025 CSSG Participant, GER200Y1

A Motivation: Work in Europe
A Prerequisites: GER100Y1 (U of T)

A Perception of classes: does not think workload is too much
0 Biggest recommendation: do your homework, Balance between time
off, time with family, excursions
A Beyond the classroom: learned the most outside of classes
0 90% learned from host family
A Learning figures of speech, chatting with people on the streetca
ordering in Tor Cafe
A Host families: best part of the program (& tandem partnership)
0 native speakers
0 get an ear for how they speak




Student Experience
Martin: 2024 CSSG Program Participant (GER200Y1)

"It allowed me to make a huge breakthrough in terms of my German abilities"

"I will speak German at all times" contract allows for fully immersive
experience

o Other immersion programs (without host families): immersion is short
circuited because peoplevert backio mother tongue when on
residence

"Opened up a door to German culture in a way that had not been opemeto
before"

o Germany's culture and historical importance
A 3rd largest GDP
A 20th century: world historical importance

Gastfamilie: exceptional host, untiring in desire to show Kassel and German
culture

Kassel: amazing cultural amenities (museums)




WHY Summer Abroad?

Benefits/Vorteile Explanation/Begriindung

7 weeks

Beyond the classroom learning

Most summer programs are only 4 weel
The extra 3 weeks give you the chance
pace yourself and really become
iImmersed in the German culture and
language.

You will interact with Germans in every
sphere of life (stores, on the subway, in
your billet (Gasthauy in clubs)Your
Horverstandniill be tested at every
streetlight and on every corner (Germar
speaking in German to one another).

IIIIIIIIIIII

TORONTO

abroad

@uoftabroad




WHY

Benefits/Vorteile

Travel

Resumel_ebenslauf

Lifelong friendships

Summer Abroad?

Explanation/Begrindung

In 7 weeks, you will travel to@ties with
the program alone (of course, you can
travel to more cities in your own time)

Hann.Munden
Kassel
Berlin

Doing a Aveek language course in
Germany will always look good on a
resume, especially if you are thinking of
working in Germany in the future. After
the completion of the program, many
CSSGergturn to Germany for a student
exchange or an internship.

Students make lifelong friends (host
families, tandem partners, and other
CSSGe)s

IIIIIIIIIIII

TORONTO

abroad

@uoftabroad




UNIVERSITY OF

TORONTO

abroad

WiglS{= do a Virtual Summer Abroad?
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Karte Kassel

Nordsee

%

Ostsee
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TORONTO

ULISN = Kassel, Germany U broad

A State: Northern Hesse (Central Germany)
A Population (2024): 197,000

Fun Facts

A Germany's 4th greenest city

A World's first permanent theater building (Ottoneum)

A Grimm brothers began writing the German
Dictionary in Kassel

A World's first renewable energy university- Uni
Kassel



ULI=N=l Kassel, Germany

Getting There

A There is no group flight. Summer Abroad
will provide you with recommended flights.

A Students have the flexibility to make your
own travel plans.

A Students meet in Hann. Miinden on May 6
(students are either picked up at Frankfurt
Airport or they can make their own way to
the hostel)

A Transportation on-site between |
accommodation and class T public transit,
biking, walking

i/
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to do a Summer Abroad?

BEFORE You Apply

A For travel during COVID-19, please review the COVID-19 planning page
(from Safety Abroad) and go through the travel checklist to guide you
through important things to do before you travel

A Stay up to date with your COVID-19 vaccination and review information on
prevention and risks, as provided by the Government of Canada

A Review FAQ on Summer Abroad website

@09

@uoftabroad




EDIA Resources for Student Communities

A Exploring a new country and immersing yourself in a
different culture can bring about unique challenges
and opportunities. We invite you to explore EDIA

resources as you consider Summer Abroad
opportunities that meet your needs.

o To I Do To o Do Io Do Do

Student with Disabilities

Mental Health & Well-Being Abroad
First-Generation Students

International Students

Racialized Students

Students in Multi-Faith Communities
Indigenous Students

Students in the 2SLGBTQ+ Community
Women Travellers

Non-Traditional Students

TORONTO

abroad

summer.

abroad

ELIGIBILITY FINANCIAL AID EDI & ACCESSIBILITY
——

EDIA Resources for our Student
Communities

Exploring a new country and immersing yourself in a
different culture can bring about unique challenges and
opportunities. We invite you to explore EDIA resources as
you consider Summer Abroad opportunities that meet your
needs.

Learn more



Site -Specific EDIA Resources

A Different countries can vary in their level of
Inclusivity, acceptance, and legal
protections for various identities.
Understanding the cultural nuances of your
chosen destination can help you better
navigate the local context and embrace the
local experience.

A We have gathered site-specific EDIA
resources for you so you can decide
whether a Summer Abroad destination suits
your unigue needs and identities.

TORONTO

abroad

summer.

abroad

ELIGIBILITY FINANCIAL AID EDI & ACCESSIBILITY
——

Site-Specific EDIA Resources

We have gathered site-specific EDIA resources for you so
you can decide whether a Summer Abroad destination
suits your unique needs and identities.

Site-Specific EDIA Resources



Summer Abroad Inclusion,
Diversity and Excellence
Award

A To be awarded to U of T
undergraduate degree students
participating in the Summer
Abroad program, based on
academic achievement, financial
need and recent contributions to
the advancement of equity,
diversity, and inclusion.

A Preference will be given to Black
and Indigenous students.

SUMMER
ABROAD’S
EDIAWARD

The Summer Abroad Inclusion,
Diversity and Excellence award
was created to recognize
exceptional students at the
University of Toronto who are
contributing to the advancement
of equity, diversity and inclusion.

Award availability: 4 x $5,000

TORONTO

abroad

summer.

abroad

ELIGIBILITY FINANCIAL AID EDI & ACCESSIBILITY

Summer Abroad Inclusion, Diversity
and Excellence Award

The Summer Abroad Inclusion, Diversity and Excellence
(EDI) award was created to award University of Toronto
undergraduate students participating in the Summer
Abroad program, based on academic achievement,
financial need and recent contributions to

the advancement of equity, diversity and inclusion.

Meet the EDI Award Recipients



to do a Summer Abroad?

How to Apply

A Applications open December 5th at 10 am!

A Application deadline is February 4, 2026
A Participants are selected based on a set of criteria (not first-come, first-

served)

A Academic suitability
A Arecorded Video Interview component where students are asked to speak about

adaptability and other general questions i details will be provided once an
application is submitted

A $210 application fee
A NO refund



to do a Summer Abroad?

Admission Decisions
A Decisions will be sent in late February / early March

A Note: Admissions for on-site Summer Abroad programs is conditional upon the
Government of Canada allowing travel outside of Canada

Accepting an Offer

Al f accepted, youol |l have one week to
non-refundable $1,000 deposit

A Remaining fees are due in March/April 2026

@09

@uoftabroad




Domestic International
Students Students*

Application Fee $210 $210 Paid at time of application

Course Fee $4,820 $5,975* Includes $1,000 deposit

U of T Incidental Fees $213.42 $213.42 Estimate based on 2025 part-time summer fees

Accommodation $2,600 $2,600 Based on stay with host family in Kassel (individual room with shared bathroom)
Field trips $1,205 $1,205 Includes all transportation and entrance fees for the duration of the program.

Shared accommodation on overnight fieldtrips.

Airfare $1,520 $1,520 Estimate.

Meals $600 $600 Estimate. Paid on-site for purchased and self-prepared meals

Medical Travel Insurance Variable Variable Students must provide proof of medical travel insurance

Miscellaneous Expenses Variable Variable All students should budget for miscellaneous expense (e.g. travel, gifts, etc.)

*International students with Study Permit pay international fees at University of Toronto.



to do a Summer Abroaad?

Financial Aid for Summer Abroad

https://summerabroad.utoronto.ca/financiadid-summerabroad

A

By completing the award application,
you will be considered for a Summer
Abroad Award .

Funding is open to domestic U of T
students, based on financial need.

Award amounts vary based on
demonstrated financial need and
destination.

Should you be selected for an award,
the amount will be applied towards
the cost of your program.

Award Criteria

A Canadi an

Citizen, Per manen

Person (Convention Refugee)

A Current

A Compl
2025
A CGPA

Uni versity of Toro
eted at | east 4. 0 U o
of at | east 2. 25, Som

academic average.

A Must

have

documented fiI nan

government assistance or able to provide other evidence

of need)
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1 todoaSummer Abroad?
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Financing your Summer Abroad program may involve a mix of financial resou@@sbining government grants,
student awards, partime employment, RESPs and contributions from family members.

1. Government Aid

wOSAP
wOut of province aid

3. RESPs and
contributions from family
members

2. Parttime Employment
wWork Study Program

4. U of T Student Awards

AAwards by Summer Abroad
Office

AAwards by Faculty/
Division/College/ Department

@00

@Quoftabroad




TORONTO

to do a Summer Abroad?
abroad

Visas and Insurance

A Responsible for arranging own visa, if necessary i supporting documents
provided by U of T

A For Germany, Canadian citizens require a passport valid for at least 3
months beyond returnd at e

A New 2025: Canadian passport holder require to apply for your Electronic
Travel Authorization (ETA) before travelling to Germany

A International Students must check with the Embassy/Consulate for
requil rements

A Summer Abroad provides supportingd o c ument at i on
A Review terms and conditions of travel health and flight insurance

A Cancellation insurance L f Xw)

@uoftabroad




to do a Virtual-Summer-Abroad?

Key Dates
Application opens : Friday, December 5, 2025, at 10:00 am.
Application closes: Wednesday, February 4, 2026, at 4:00 pm.

On-Site Key Dates

Recommended departure date (YYZ -FRA): Tuesday, May 5, 2026
Arrival at Frankfurt Airport (FRA) : Wednesday, May 6, 2026
Orientation Camp: Wednesday, May 6- Saturday, May 9, 2026
Berlin: Wednesday, June 10- Saturday, June 13, 2026
Abschlussfeier (last day of program): Tuesday, June 23, 2026
Departure date (FRA -YYZ). Wednesday, June 24, 2026

@09

@uoftabroad




Germany:

Kassel CSSG

Program
May 6- June 24, 2026 (7 weeks)

GCerman language courses at intermediate levels:
GER200YO
GCER300YO

FULLY IMMERSIVE LANGUAGE COURSE

7-week language course
24/7 language immersion
3-day orientation camp

ACCOMMODATION
Host family
Youth hostels

EVENTS

Welcome dinner & goodbye dinner
Trivia night g . - "

Folk dance night 1 A L ‘

Bundesliga soccer match !

Berlin symphony orchestra

Application opens:
December 5, 2025

DISCOVER GERMANY

Orientation camp in Hann. Munden
Classes in Kassel
Excursion to Bremen
Excursion to Berlin

Application Closes:
February 4, 2026

Earn a full-year
Uof T credit in

7 weeks this summer!

H)R\.‘\l\‘ ’
summer \

abroad

SUMMERABROAD.UTORONTO.CA

Register for an information session or book an
appointment. Please do not hesitate to reach out to
us at:
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to do a Summer Abroad?

Summer Abroad
2026 Timeline -

Early December 2025
Program, course & cost details available online
Start researching programs & funding opportunities

December 5, 2025 at 10:00 am
Applications open, create a profile on the
Summer Abroad application system

November, December 2025 and January 2026
Register for & attend program information sessions

UNIVERSITY OF

TORONTO

abroad

January 14, 2026 at 4pm
Early deadline for South Africa, Paris, Japan, England,

and all Science Abroad programs

February 4, 2026 at 4pm
Deadline for all other Summer Abroad programs
Submit your application for programs and awards

February-March 2026
Keep an eye on your email for admissions
notifications

One week after admission notification
Pay a $1,000 deposit to confirm your spot

March-April 2026
Pay your remaining fees
Attend the Pre-departure orientation (PDO)

May-August 2026
Attend the Pre-departure orientation (PDO)
Head abroad to start your Summer Abroad program!




1oftabroad

uoftabroad

B Kalimera everyone! We are two weeks into
POL300Y0: Modern Greek Culture, and learning

lots!

BERAthens is a metropolis (a word with Greek roots

meaning mother-city!) jam-packed with history and

polit

s, both anci

modern. Our morning lec-

ures in the classroom

omplemented with field

rips to various archeological and cultural sites. We

uoftabroad

A

The food in France is mouth-watering. | strongly

recommend trying the French specialties, such as
goat cheese and galettes, as featured in my photos
It is wonderful to enjoy these amazing foods with
friends, and through field trips and travels we have

built strong connections.

@iinftarthictan: @unftarten



0 MORE INFORMATION

Subscribe to The Summery

Monthly E-Newsletter
Visit

summerabroad.utoronto.ca
Book a virtual appointment

with a

Attend Program Summer Abroad Advisor

Information Sessions
Join Reddit AMA

Chat with Summer Abroad
Ambassadors

Follow @uoftabroad

Contact Summer Abroad
summer.abroad@utoronto.ca
416-978-8713

P |E
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